6- Fishes

Fishes are not very numerous in cryptozoology because they live in the least
known environment : the sea. We only know the light parts of it. Light visible to
man does not go further down than 500 m. Deeper than that it is pitch black, at
least for us, but certain species are still able to see, because their eyes are bet-
ter adapted than ours. The further down you go in this icy darkness, the greater
the pressure of the water, making it necessary to build more strongly armored
submarines in order to resist it. Only with such bathyscaphs can we light up
the seabed, hoping to meet new species. It is rather like looking for a puma at
night in the depths of the forest with a hand-torch. It is therefore normal that we
know only a small part of the aquatic fauna of our oceans. It is good to know
that the corpses of whales that go down to the bottom serve as an important
reservoir of food for a large fauna of the depths. Our activities at the surface, in
particular whale hunting, could endanger the survival of a fauna of the depths
which is still quite unknown to us.
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The unidentified shark

6 meters and a photo : off the coast
of the Malpelo archipelago, south of the
isthmus connecting the two Americas,
a shark, certain females of which reach
up to 6 meters in length, has been pho-
tographed.

Different from the ferocious
shark : it looks, at first glance, like a
known species : the ferocious shark
(Odontaspis ferox). The latter, howe-
ver, never exceeds 4 meters, and our
unknown beauty possesses a more
forward dorsal fin than its ferocious cou-
sin. Furthermore, its eyes are proportio-
nately larger.

New species ? The difference in
size and morphology could mean a new
species or a sub-species of the fero-
cious shark, stemming from an isolated
population.

It likes the deep : our unknown
likes to go down into deep water, below
50 meters, which makes it difficult to
approach it. Finally, the region is well
known for its heavy storms and strong

marine currents. Its large size and lar-
ger eyes could be an adaptation to
depth (more pressure and less light).

The ferocious shark, in spite of its
name, possesses small teeth, ill-adap-
ted to slicing up large prey. It is inof-
fensive to man. Which leaves one to
suppose that its larger cousin is not
dangerous either.

The unknown shark occurs around the Mal-
pelo archipelago, near Central America.
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The lau

A snake-shaped fish : the /au is
described with a snake’s body propor-
tionately thicker than the python’s. It
measures up to 12 meters in length
and is brown.

A ventral horn : 7.5 cm long and
the width of two fingers, this horn, si-
tuated between the belly and the tip of
the tail, leaves a furrow in the ground.
It would have a crest of hairs at the
back of its head or whiskers with
which it entangles its victims before
dragging them underwater. In diges-
ting, it gurgles like an elephant.

A giant silurid : apart from the
ventral horn, the description makes
one think of an unknown species of
giant silurid.

The lau is reported in the swamps of the
Upper Nile, in southern Sudan, especially in
the swamps of the Adda, the rivers Bahr el
Ghazal, Bahr el Zeraf, Bahr el Arab.
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The yero

Aquatic fear : in certain lakes of
north-eastern Australia, and in par-
ticular on the Atherton plateau, in
Queensland, the local people are
afraid to approach the center of lakes
because of an enigmatic snake-sha-
ped creature : the yero. It has a large
head, adorned with red hairs.

Hypotheses : it could be an enor-
mous water snake or a giant eel.

The yero hides in the lakes of north-eastern
Australia, particularly on the Atherton pla-
teau, in Queensland.
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The megalodon

A prehistoric shark : the megalo-
don appeared 25 million years ago and
disappeared officially 10 000 years ago.
It measured up to 40 meters in length
and weighed 200 tonnes. Its jaws were
1.80 m wide and its teeth of more than
15 cm inspired respect. It was a sort of
giant white shark, the latter reaching up
to 8 meters. However, it is considered to
be a different species.

Recent fossils : fossilized teeth
have however been found off the coast
of Victoria (Australia), dating from only
5 000 years ago.

At the end of the XIXth century,
12.5 cm long teeth of the white shark
were brought up from the bottom of the
Pacific.

In 1954, a ship was bitten near Ade-
laide (South Australia) : the semi-circle
of the teeth’s impact measured two me-

ters in diameter and teeth 10 cm long
by 8 cm width at the base were found
embedded. The shark is estimated at
24 meters.

In 1980, a shark estimated at 27
meters was observed off the Australian
coasts of Queensland and New South
Wales.

Finally, a 20-meter white shark is
known to wander around False Bay
(South Africa).

Wounds have also been found on
whales which suggest enormous white
sharks.

Survival of the megalodon ? The
ocean is vast and remains the most
secret environment of the planet. It suf-
fices for this giant shark to live mostly in
the great depths for it to be totally unob-
served, most of the time.
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Giant fishes

The megalodon needing to feed, it
was logical for it to meet giant fishes
here and there... a few examples :

1966 : from a bathyscaph, off the
coast of San Diego (Southern Califor-
nia), a 10-meter sea bass is observed,
whose ftailfin measures 1.20 m and
whose eyes are as large as plates.

1968 : 12 cm long teeth were found,
embedded in the body of a small shark,
resembling those of a grouper.

An oceanographer photographed,
between the depths of 1 800 and 3 600
m. fish of an unknown species 6 to 8
meters long off the coast of Baja Cali-
fornia and not far from Hawaii ...

Finally, in Kenya, some fishermen
assert that groupers can reach a tonne.
The heaviest grouper whose weight
could be verified reached 148 kg.

And, to finish with, between 1986 and
1987 several military pilots saw giant
manta rays in the Red Sea, near Dji-
bouti. They state that a helicopter could
have landed on them.

Logical gigantism : the more mas-
sive an animal is, the more the ratio
mass-surface is modified in favour of
the mass. It therefore seems logical
that, in order to resist pressure better,
animals living in the depths must be
more massive than others. The day that
we have the means to explore the bot-
tom of the oceans, we shall no doubt be
faced with surprises ... sizeable ones !

See the Japanese takitaré, page
166.
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The eel-shaped one

The yellow one

Recurrent sightings : reports
concerning sea-snakes recur frequent-
ly, and a large number of them can be
explained by giant fish of the eel type,
conger or moray (for the Mediterra-
nean).

A giant baby : the leptocephalus,
or eel larva before its metamorphosis,
normally measures 7 cm. Now, in 1930,
one was fished in the south Atlantic
measuring ... 1.80 m ! Extrapolating
from that, you arrive at an eel of 33 to
55 meters.

Dorsal fin : most reports speak of
a continuous dorsal fin, typical of these
fish.

Vertical undulations : some reports
speak of vertical undulations, which
would indicate a mammal, the only ver-
tebrate to twist its spine in this way. But,
in some cases, fishes dying on their

side could explain these vertical undu-
lations. These fishes of the great depths
could, in passing through warmer and
therefore less oxygenated water, die
on reaching the surface in search of
oxygen.

Two species : observations men-
tion two peaks of 10 and 30 meters
length. This allows one to suppose the
presence of two different eel-shaped
species. See also the multi-humpback
page 169 and the super-otter page 170,
two snake-shaped marine mammals.
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A giant tadpole : the yellow one,
thus named because of its color, has
the shape of a flattened tadpole and
reaches, including its tail, 20 to 30 me-
ters.

It becomes darker with age : its
black longitudinal stripe and its trans-
versal black bands seem to become
thicker with age and invade the yellow
color, which remains only in the form of
brown marks on the body and brown
rings on the tail. Unless it is a question
of gender difference.

It hates the cold : itis to be found in
warm to temperate waters of the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific, never below
10°C.

This animal is no doubt a large-sized
fish.
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7- Marine cryptids

Men have been describing all sorts of marine monsters since Antiquity. Bernard
Heuvelmans went through the enormous collection of documents written on the
subject and was able to separate out the reports so as to make precise ldentikits
of those animals which were most frequently observed. The zoological and eco-
logical coherence of these animals favour their credibility. The sea is an immense
environment, the largest of the planet (three-quarters of its surface), which is, in
addition, three dimensional. Instead of a surface, one can speak of an unexplored
volume. Because it really is the only remaining scarcely surveyed environment.
Furthermore, boats, for commercial reasons or those connected with winds or cur-
rents, always follow the same narrow sealanes. In this way, marine animals can
cruise around in the other sectors in complete liberty without ever being noticed
by anyone. It can be added that sailors are not necessarily zoologists capable
of picking out a new species unless it is strikingly different from the others. It is
clear that, as soon as new technical means permit us to explore the great depths
efficiently, we shall discover infinitely more unknown species than this book could
contain. Those who will be astounded at the marine cryptids described in the fol-
lowing pages can expect even more astonishing discoveries in the coming years.

158

The colossal squid

e

Squid of the deep : giant squid
live below 500 m depth. They have the
largest eyes in the world, adapted to a
dimly lit environment. The two whips
are longer than the eight other tentacles
and are double the length of the body,
including the tentacles. The suction
pads, in two rows, have claws that lea-
ve scars on the skins of sperm whales
that capture them for food.

Uncertainty about their size : we
know already that they continue to grow
throughout their lives and that the fe-
males are larger than the males. As they
tend, after their death, to be washed up
on shore, it has been possible to mea-
sure some of them. The official size
currently retained is 18 meters, but that
would seem to be considerably lower
than the maximum authorized for the
species ... In fact, other beachings give
sizes estimated at 22 meters, but the

bodies were incomplete. A 40 cm eye
in a sperm whale’s stomach indicates
a squid of 25 meters. Tentacles, also
swallowed by a sperm whale, give a
size of 45 to 50 meters for the animal ...
Finally, traces of suction pads on sperm
whales, according to unverified sailors’
tales, would reach 45 cm in diameter ...
which suggests a squid of 150 meters.

As the beachings continue, the race
for length goes on.

They are found in all the seas in the
world where they follow lines of tem-
peratures of 10°c. They are always
washed up on the coasts of temperate
regions, particularly in northern Europe,
Iceland, Labrador, Newfoundland, but
also in New Zealand, Japan, Tasmania
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The giant jellyfish

In 1973, the cargo-boat Kuranda was
sailing off the coast of Sydney (Austra-
lia). An enormous wave swept over the
boat and left on the deck a gigantic jel-
lyfish. Some of its tentacles measured
60 meters in length. They were twisting
about on the deck and became entan-
gled in the machine room. A man was
killed by one of them. An SOS was sent
out and a ship came to the rescue. With
the help of flamethrowers, the crew ma-
naged to return the unwelcome guest to
the sea.

The luminous
creature

Luminous and crawling : in Zim-
babwe, around 1950, a strange ani-
mal is observed : it is intermittently
luminous, leaves the water and crawls
up the bank, followed by all the crabs,
which then come out of the water.

Hypothesis : it could be an octo-
pus. Some species of octopus have
luminescent organs, in the way of
other cephalopods such as the squid.
Normally, the octopus lives only in salt
water. However, in certain American
states, such as Kentucky, Indiana and
West Virginia, animals resembling the
octopus have been seen.

The luminous creature was seen in the up-
per dam of the Umgusa river, in Zimbabwe.
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The beast of Soay
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The beast looks like a 3 meter long
turtle topped by a saw-edged dorsal
crest, perhaps with large scales. The
gullet is red, the mouth widely split, and
it has large prominent eyes (the leather-
back turtle can reach 2.20 m).

In Sumatra, legends talk of a ma-
rine animal called « the father of all the
turtles ».

Possible confusion : because of its
presence in cold waters, the hypothesis
of a reptile must be discarded. It could
be a question of confusion with un-
known marine mammals such as those
we shall describe further on.

Conclusion : it might not exist as a
separate cryptid.

e

The beast of Soay owes its name to a very
small island near Great Britain, which is
one of the observation sites. Apart from the
legend of Sumatra, it is mainly observed
in cold temperate regions (near Newfoun-
dland, western France).

The web-footed
crocodile

30 July 1915 : when the British stea-
mer Iberian exploded, torpedoed by a
submarine in the north Atlantic, a croco-
dile of about 20 meters length was seen
thrown up into the air, with webbed feet
and a long slender head.

This crocodile makes one think ine-
vitably of a prehistoric web-footed cro-
codile, the metriorhynchus, which lived
in the Jurassic period, and also had a
fish’s tail, not mentioned in this report.
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Marine reptiles

Gambo, the creature washed up in 1983 on a beach in Senegal.

1860 : off the Burmese coast (Asia),
a crocodile was seen, estimated at 13.5
meters long, swimming at about 55
km/h.

1877 : another one, even longer,
was observed in the Atlantic Ocean, es-
timated at between 15 and 18 meters,
with flippers 3 meters behind its head.

1976 : a 15-meter long crocodile
was seen near the coasts of Borneo.

1983 : Gambo, the strange
beached marine creature : one fine
morning, an Englishman found, on a
beach in Senegal, the carcass of an un-
known marine animal. Fishermen were
cutting it up. He was able to take mea-
surements quickly and make a sketch
of the animal. It was 4.5 m long and had
no scales. It was dark brown above and
white underneath. The tail measured
about 1.50 m. It possessed four flippers
but no dorsal fin. The jaws, 50 cm long,

were armed with 80 identical conical
teeth. The nostrils were placed at the tip
of the upper jaw. The flesh was red.

Hypotheses : these reports and
others can concern classical but giant
marine crocodiles, an unknown species
of marine crocodile, or else prehistoric
marine reptiles such as the mosasaurs
and the pliosaurs from the end of the
Mesozoic Era, which were endowed
with flippers.

Reproduction : it is presumed that
pliosaurs came onto land to lay their
eggs in the sand, as turtles do. This
behavior, however, ought to make them
more visible than reptiles which repro-
duce entirely in the water.
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The marine horse
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Rather lanky : the marine horse
is a long mammal, no doubt about 20
meters, whose snake-shaped body os-
cillates vertically, which proves it to be
a mammal. No more than one hump or
curve in the middle of the back is seen.

A horse’s mane : its name comes
from its mane, made of long reddish
filaments along its neck. lvan Sander-
son put out the hypothesis that this
mane could be a respiratory organ, in
the same way as the hairy frog’s fila-
ments, which are presumed to facilitate
gaseous exchanges, obviously excep-
tional in a mammal.

A camel’s head : fairly flat and wide,
its head is reminiscent of that of a horse
or a camel. Its eyes are enormous and
look forwards, which would mean an
adaptation to darkness and predation.
Seen from the front, its head has the
shape of a lozenge and reminds one of
a snake.

An animal of the deep : it would
live at a depth of 100 or 200 meters and
would come up to the surface at the
approach of night. It would only be seen
in full daylight when coming up to the
surface for oxygen.

Distribution : it is seen just about
everywhere at sea, apart from glacial
oceans and the Indian Ocean, always
above the continental shelf.

Hypothesis : this marine mammal,
whose body seems to be covered by
a thick fleece, could be an eared seal,
particularly well adapted to life in the
deep, keeping to coasts and the conti-
nental shelf in search of fish. It is no
doubt an animal that swims quickly.
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The long-necked eared seal or Loch

Ness monster

......
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A worldwide monster : the fa-
mous Loch Ness monster, one of the
rare cryptids, along with the yeti, to be
known to the public, is observed not
only in Loch Ness. It is a marine ani-
mal, seen mostly in the oceans, which
seems, here and there, to have been
trapped in fjords closed up into large,
deep lakes. It occurs in fact in nume-
rous other Scottish lakes, Ireland, Ice-
land, Norway, Sweden, Malaysia, Aus-
tralia, Alaska, Canada, USA, Argentina,
Japan and even Africa.

A portrait which excludes the rep-
tile : the head is round, slightly flatte-
ned. The quite slender snout becomes
longer with age. A short coat, gleaming
when wet and rough when dry, is men-
tioned, as well as a mustache.. Its eyes
are small. Sometimes the animal rests

its supple neck on its back, like swans
do. On the top of its head there are two
small horns which could be respiratory
tubes extending from its nostrils, so that
it can breathe without emerging, thus
explaining its discretion. According to
the cryptozoologist Ivan Sanderson,
another use of these tubes could be
to send bubbles back over its head to
avoid interfering with its field of vision.
The mouth is large. Sometimes a small
mane at the base of the neck is men-
tioned. The back has three humps, the
one in the middle being the largest. The
four paws have large webbed fingers.
The skin is sometimes creased and
shrivelled. The tail, when it is described,
is powerful and accounts for one-third
of the body. The animal is extremely
supple.
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Argument about the tail : Bernard
Heuvelmans thinks that the animal
might not have a tail and that what has
been observed would be the two hind
paws close together.

Sometimes on land : like an eared
seal, also known as a sea lion, the ani-
mal is sometimes observed on land.
However, it is presumed that it repro-
duces in the water ; otherwise, the ani-
mal would not be seen so seldom.

In Loch Ness, the animal would
come up to breathe in underwater
caves that have never been explored,
and which would come above the sur-
face of the lake, allowing it to rest unob-
served. In this lake, it would feed mostly
on salmon.

Color : dark brown above, with irre-
gular light or dark and yellowish white
patches below.

Size : quite variable according to
the reports, generally between 5 and 20
meters.

Rapidity : what often strikes wit-
nesses is the speed with which the ani-
mal swims, estimated at between 25
and 55 km/h.

A migratory sea lion : marine ob-
servations take place near coasts in
cold temperate zones of both hemis-
pheres (between 0°C and 10°C), and
in the open ocean in warm temperate
zones. The observations are seasonal :
it is seen in the summer in the northern
hemisphere, from the end of April till
October, in the tropics until February
and in the southern hemisphere from
February till April. These migrations
would be made possible by its high
speed.

Sonars in Loch Ness : in 1968, two
long objects, about 20 meters in length,
were captured by sonar. They were mo-
ving at 35 km/h. In 1970, a sonar captu-
red two animals hunting salmon. Aphoto

taken from the film shows a lozenge-
shaped flipper, measuring between
1.50 and 2.40 m. In 1997, thanks to a
system based on ultrasounds, a boat
located two large masses at a depth of
120 meters.

A video made in 2007 shows, close
to the surface of Loch Ness, a large, ra-
ther snake-like silhouette, moving along
with the head just about at the surface.

Unusual sounds in Norway : in
1999, an expedition to Lake Seljords-
vatnet in Norway searched for sounds
beneath the water thanks to hydro-
phones placed at a depth of 30 meters.
Low-pitched sounds were registered,
up to eight times a day, in a frequency
situated between 200 and 400 hertz.
Specialists believe that they could be
produced by a large mammal, a whale
or a sea lion.

Conclusion : this cryptid seems to
be a long-necked sea lion adapted to
deep waters, more aquatic than its cou-
sins, and very swift. Like many cryptids,
it is certainly through improved methods
of detection that we shall manage one
day to find out what it is.

« Nessie » hides in Loch Ness, a large lake
situated in Scotland.
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Gregory Beaussart gave me some
information about Japanese lake
monsters which also abound in dif-
ferent regions and each bears a local
name.

Hassie : in 1986, in the Nagara
river, near the town of Haneda, com-
mune of Kuwabara, department of Gifu,
Honshu, two schoolteachers glimpsed
the shadow of a triangular shape about
2 meters long by 1 m width. The back
was dark brown or black.

Assie : in Lake Akan, near the town
of Kishiro, on the east side of Hok-
kaido, just a large shadow of about 10
meters was seen, filmed in a video by
a fisherman.

Assie no. 2 : in Lake Ashi, com-
mune of Hakone, district of Ashigara,
Honshu, the monster is far better
known than the one in Lake Akan. Ob-
served for the first time in 1940, it is
described as measuring 10 meters and
having a streamlined body and a long
neck.

Issie : from 1943, in Lake lkeda,
near the town of Ibusuki, southern tip
of Kyushu, there appears from time to
time a large creature of 10 to 20 me-
ters length which shows two humps or
fins when it touches the surface. It and
the previous one could be close to the
Loch Ness monster.

Kussie : from 1973, in Lake Kus-
haro, commune of Teshikaga, Hokkai-
do, another replica of the Loch Ness
monster could be seen : long neck, two
antennae on the head, a hump on the
back and about 15 meters long.

Matsudodon : from 1972 or 1975,
in the Edogawa river, near the town of
Matsudo, not far from Tokyo, an ani-
mal of about 2 meters resembling a
sea lion was seen. The head is round,

with bulging eyes. It would have a mus-
tache and a red face. Sea lions regu-
larly come up this river. The problem
is that a witness states that the animal
is bipedal, and that it came out of the
water to climb a tree.

Missy : observed one evening by a
fisherman in the lake of Mizumoto Park
near Tokyo, it would be a reptile of
about 3 meters, different from the alli-
gator or the iguana. An alligator would
have been seen in this lake in 1986. It
could be a question of a domestic ani-
mal, released and wrongly identified.

Namitaré : first observation : 1966.
Near the town of ltoigawa, depart-
ment of Niigata, a large unknown fish
is swimming in Takanami pond. Some
speak of a dorsal fin.

Takitaré : in Ootori pond, near the
village of Asahi, department of Yama-
taga, a 3.50 m fish, of the salmon fami-
ly, was seen for the first time in 1982.
However, this giant fish is mentioned
in Japanese legends prior to the IXth
century.

ASSIE LAKE ASHI

L~

Locations of Japanese lake monsters accor-
ding to name (see geographical names in
the text).
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The pygmy seal

S

The pygmy seal (top) compared with the spotted seal.

An Arctic dwarf : the pygmy seal
measures only 73 cm. The female of
the spotted, or ringed, seal, the smal-
lest of the known seals, measures 1.15
m, record of smallness which it disputes
with that of Lake Baikal, of roughly the
same size.

Herds of seals : this animal lives in
groups of 300 individuals.

A specimen in a zoo : Hamburg
Zoo had a specimen of this seal at the
beginning of the XXth century, proving
that at least one had existed, even if it is
always possible that a single individual
is a case of abnormality.

It likes cold waters : it would be vi-
sible off the coasts of the Barents Sea,
north of Norway.

Sub-species : it is thought that it
could be a sub-species of the spotted
seal.

The pygmy seal occurs in the Barents Sea.
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The multi-fin

A strange mammal : the multi-fin is
a mammal without any doubt : it blows
noisily and its nostrils, placed in front,
are surrounded by whiskers. In addi-
tion, it undulates vertically.

Difficult to turn : its flat body, un-
dulating up and down, stabilized by its
many fins, must have difficulty in tur-
ning. This is why the animal has to lean
to one side in order to turn, making its
fins visible at the surface.

Armor : the skin is strengthened by
what appear to be scales, and the spine
has a small saw-edged crest.

Warm seas : our battleship is obser-
ved in tropical waters, but also in warm
temperate waters. It would be fond of
rocky and coral shallows. In any case,
it is a coastal mammal, colored brown
with spots.
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The multi-humpback

The multi-humpback looks like a
very streamlined cetacean which could
reach 35 meters in length and is cha-
racterized by the presence of a series of
humps on its back. These could be air-
bags, serving as stabilizers and oxygen
reserves at the same time (hypothe-
sis of Ivan Sanderson). It is very dark
brown above and white below, with two
white zebra stripes on the side of its
neck. Only the males or old individuals
would have a fin behind the neck.

Very swift : its maximum speed is
estimated at 65 km/h, which is very fast
in water.

Lover of the Gulf Stream : the ani-
mal is most often observed between
New York and Newfoundland, espe-
cially in the bay of Massachusetts, but
also in southern Iceland, indicating that
it moves around in the Gulf Stream, the

warm current of the north Atlantic, spen-
ding the summer close to the coasts of
America.

The multi-humpback enjoys the warm wa-
ters of the Gulf Stream, with a preference
for the American coasts in the summer.
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The super-otter

A super-seal the super-otter
resembles a very long seal with a tail
almost as long as the body, ending up
in a point. The whole animal undulates
vertically and can reach 20 or 30 me-
ters in length. Six or seven undulations
can be seen above the surface of the
water. The animal has four paws with
visible webbed fingers. The allusion to
the otter may stem from the rather flat-
tened shape of the head and to its elon-
gated snout. The animal often opens
its mouth, showing its teeth. Its color is
uniformly light, a brownish-gray (remi-
niscent of the walrus).

A puffing sound coming from its
nostrils was reported once. Its nostrils
were placed at the end of its snout and
not on its back as is the case with ceta-
ceans.

It likes the cold : observed mainly
in the glacial Arctic Ocean, always in the
summer, near the coasts of Norway and
Greenland, our large seal is adapted to
the cold by its solid mass. It has only
been observed at the surface between
the isotherm lines -5 and +5°C. In the
summer it would go down to warmer
waters to reproduce, the young withs-
tanding the cold less well because of
their small size. The fact that its adap-
tation to marine life is not so well esta-
blished as that of the cetaceans (dol-
phins and whales) would lead one to
suppose that it lives fairly close to the
coastline, above the continental shelf.

Perhaps disappeared : the last
observation dating from 1848, one can
wonder whether the super-otter still
exists today.
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A contorsionist : the ri is described
as a marine mammal with a horizontal
bilobate (two-lobed) tail, without a dor-
sal fin, which swims by making large
vertical contorsions. It twists itself more
than the dugong, a vegetarian marine
mammal also in the area. The indige-
nous population know the ri well and
distinguish it fom the dugong. It could as
well be a cetacean as a member of the
Sirenian family (dugongs, manatees).
However, the absence of a dorsal fin
is typical of the Sirenians and remains
rare among the cetaceans. Our contor-
sionist is observed near the north-eas-
tern coasts of New Guinea.

The ri is observed near the north-eastern
coasts of New Guinea.
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Steller’s sea-cow

Officially disappeared in 1768 :
Steller's sea cow was discovered in
1741 by the naturalist of that name, to
the east of Kamchatka. It is a Sirenian,
a family including dugongs and mana-
tees, herbivorous aquatic mammals. It
reached 9 meters and 13 tonnes. Cal-
led « sea cow », the peaceful herbivore
browsed nonchalantly on kelp and sea
kale. The nipples are placed on the
chest. The skin is blackish, almost hor-
ny in places and stretched out by its fat.
The eyes have no eyelids. It breathes
through its nostrils and not through a
dorsal orifice. And, like quite a few of us,
the sea cow sleeps on its back !

Exterminated for its flesh : the di-
sappearance of the sea cow stems from
the massacre of its populations, easy
source of food.

Survival : sightings seem to give
credit to a survival of the sea cow along
the coasts of Kamchatka. And, in the
Aleutian Islands (which surround the

Bering Sea), other witnesses describe
an unknown, smaller, species of the sea
COow.

The sea cow should be sought in the Bering
Sea, between Asia and North America.
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The marine monkey

1741 : Steller, who discovered the
sea cow, observed near the Shumagin
Islands, which are a part of the Aleutian
Islands at the southern tip of Alaska, a
strange seal which had a dog’s head
with pointed ears. It had a beard and
mustaches. Its body, long and cylindri-
cal, tapered off towards the tail. What
surprised Steller was the absence of
forelimbs and the unequal length of the
tail lobes.

1965 : Miles Smeeton, writer and
navigator, saw the same animal in the
central Aleutians, off the coast of Atka :
he described it as being the size of a
sheep. He was surprised by its long hair
floating around its body like seaweed
around arock, 10 to 12 cm long. Its color
was pepper and salt yellowy-reddish. It
had a Tibetan terrier's head with eyes

on the front and drooping mustaches. It
dived with an undulating movement.

An unknown pinniped : the sub-
order of pinnipeds includes seals,
walruses and eared seals (sea lions).
The latter having hind limbs which are
autonomous and not fixed into a single
tail, they can use one and then the
other, which can give the impression of
an asymetric tail. The forelimbs, more
mobile than those of dolphins, can be
flattened against the body and seem
absent. This animal seems to occur in
the Aleutian Islands, which form a long
archipelago surrounding the Bering Sea
between Alaska and Siberia (see the
sea cow’s map).
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The whale with two dorsal fins

The two cetaceans with high dorsal

fins

We come now to the case of un-
known cetaceans. Michel Raynal has
collected all the information on the sub-
ject and shown that a cetacean has
been discovered on average every 8
years since 1758, in an irregular way,
naturally. By a mathematical study of
the curve of discoveries, he concluded
in 2001 that 15 species remained to be
discovered, which would bring the num-
ber of species to a total of 94. In 2002,
a new species of beaked whale had
already been discovered.

1667 : a naturalist observes between
Callao (Peru) and Valparaiso (Chile), in
the south-east Pacific, a whale with two
dorsal fins : the back is a grayish-green.
The two dorsal fins, well developed,
straight up, triangular, are separated by
an apparently smooth space of about
2 meters. lts length is estimated at 18
meters. A fairly precise drawing was pro-
duced (see the website of Michel Ray-
nal’s Virtual Institute of Cryptozoology).

1898 : another observation, off the
coast of Stonehaven (Scotland) : the
two triangular fins had a space of about
6 m between them. Behind a fin, there
was a protuberance shaped like a ca-
mel’'s hump. The body was bluish, and
the head was apparently flatter than a
whale’s. It measured more than 10 m,
without the tail, which was hidden.

1983: in the Mediterranean,
between Corsica and the Var : a large
animal had two dorsal fins, a trapezoi-
dal-shaped head and a white belly.

The 1667 report of the naturalist is
so exact that it gives us an ldentikit of
the animal which is better than a photo-
graph ! It is a baleen whale, a different
species of course from the rhinoceros
dolphin quoted on page 179. Sharks
having two dorsal fins indicates to us
that this double addition must have a
hydrodynamic usefulness.
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1902 : A group of whales was ob-
served in the Antarctic. They had high
saber-shaped dorsal fins. They were
entirely black except for their chins and
were 6 to 9 meters long. This famous
dorsal fin was estimated as 0.90 to 1.20
m high. The observer made very exact
drawings showing the animals as he
saw them, that is to say coming out of
the water.

1910 and 1911 : other expeditions
to the Antarctic were able to observe
these cetaceans : 9 meters long, unifor-
mly black back and pointed dorsal fin.

1964 : off the coast of Chile, uni-

dentified cetaceans with high dorsal
fins were photographed. The snapshot
can be seen on the site of the Virtual
Institute of Cryptozoology. Their fin is
nevertheless not so high and slender
as the one drawn in 1902, and their
color is different. It could therefore be
a question of another species, parti-
cularly as the observation site is not
the same. The lower drawing shows a
very liberal interpretation of the animal
based on photographs that show only
the back.

Linnaeus described a sperm whale
with a high dorsal fin in 1758.
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The southern narwhal

1615 : a boat, in the north Atlantic
near the Equator, is struck by a sea
animal that leaves the broken end of a
horn embedded in the prow, a piece of
about 30 cm which is compared with an
elephant’s tusk.

1620 : in the Atlantic, off the coast
of Africa, at a southern latitude of 31°,
a merchant observes, from his boat,
some « beaked fishes » : they measure
3 meters (without the tooth), are dark
blue, have a high dorsal fin, possess a
tooth 45 to 60 cm long from the base,
very sharp and not spiralled, and a
head similar to a porpoise but finer.

1892 : in the straits of Bransfield, in
the Antarctic Ocean (at the part of the
South Pole near the tip of South Ame-
rica) : some men saw what they took to
be narwhal’s horns.

It is not a narwhal : which is larger
(4 to 5 m), has no dorsal fin, and lives
near the North Pole.

Nor a fish : swordfish and marlin,
fish with swords, do not live in the An-
tarctic, the tooth is not so short and is
not made of ivory.

Cases of convergent evolution
between southern and northern seas
are frequent. In effect, many cold water
species do not go from one pole to the
other, and thus make northern and sou-
thern oceans two separate habitats.

Southern narwhal : it is no doubt
a cetacean, a southern equivalent of
the northern narwhal, whose tooth is,
however, not so long and is not twisted.
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The whale without a dorsal fin

A baleen whale was observed in the north Atlantic until the XVIIth or XVIlIth century
by the English, who called it the scrag whale, because of its six bumps visible at
the end of its back. It is close to the right whale or the gray whale. The latter do not
have a dorsal fin either, but do not live in the north Atlantic. However, there exists
today in the north Atlantic a baleen whale without a dorsal fin : the northern whale
or Greenland whale (Balaena mysticetus), but it has no bumps on its back.

The white-finned whale

Observed in the north Atlantic, it would be a beaked whale.

The whale with a marked back

Observed in the eastern tropical Pacific, it would be a whale with a black and white
beak, whose back is marked as though by a herringbone pattern.
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The four cetaceans on this page were observed by the same witness during his
career in the Dutch merchant navy. He gave the reports of his observations in 1971.

Alula’s whale

Alula’s whale resembles a brown killer whale of 6 to 7 m with star-shaped markings.
It lives in the Gulf of Aden (between Somalia and Yemen), at the entrance to the
Red Sea.

The Greek dolphin

It is a variation of the striped dolphin without its longitudinal stripe, living in Greece,
where the striped dolphin also occurs.

The Senegalese dolphin

It is a variation of the spotted dolphin, observed near the coasts of Senegal. The
black parts would be brown and the yellowish parts white.

llligan’s dolphin

It is a variation of the melon-shaped headed dolphin, whose back would be brown,
sides yellow and belly pink, living around the Philippines.
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The rhinoceros dolphin

Antiquity : two antique Greek dol-
phins in terra cotta show animals with
two dorsal fins, placed on the body in
the same way as the 1819 observation.

1741 : a fish of about 14 meters was
washed up on the shores of Sicily. A
naive drawing shows the animal with
two dorsal fins and a hole in the back
through which water was pouring out.
The two dorsal fins could be a shark’s.
But the hole in the back makes one
think of the one through which ceta-
ceans breathe. So this drawing is intri-
guing ...

1819 : between Hawaii and Austra-
lia, an observation, more exact this time,
shows an entire group of dolphins with
a second dorsal fin placed just behind
the head. They had small white mar-
kings on the front half of the body. The
heads, which remained underwater,
were not seen. A more precise drawing
was produced.

1857 : in the south-west of England,
one (or two) dolphin(s) with two dorsal
fins was (were) observed in a group of
normal dolphins. But the two fins were
further back than in the previous case.

These dolphins with two dorsal fins
do really seem to exist. Confusion is
always possible with dolphins side by
side or slightly ahead or behind, as with
sharks.

Dolphin in terra cotta dating from the lIlird
century B.C., from Apulia (southern ltaly).
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8- Snakes, batrachians and the like

Snakes spend much time without moving. Depending on the size of the snake
and that of its prey, digestion can take several weeks. Apart from that, they like to
bask in the sun, stalso immobile. Cold-blooded animals, they are lethargic when
the temperature is low. Furthermore, many of them hunt by lying in wait, therefore
without moving, and have the reflex to remain still at the approach of a predator
... If one adds to that the fact that many species are twilight ones or completely
nocturnal, one can conclude that a snake is an animal which can easily remain
unnoticed. Finally, once an individual becomes a giant, for these animals continue
to grow throughout their lives, it tends to find refuge in water, which supports its
weight better, and also hides it. It is not therefore surprising if certain species still
manage to escape us. As to salamanders, these aquatic species live most of their
lives immobile at the bottom of cloudy water, in a muddy universe unimaginable to
man for daily life ...
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The crested cawing cobra
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Algerian version : according to
the Arabs and Tuaregs, it would be a
very short and very fat snake, with the
volume of a goatskin. It would make a
noise like a baby goat and would project
a mortal venom on man.

Congolese version : in the Congo,
they speak of an aquatic snake of at
least 15 m length, observed stretched
out in a tree or two near the riverbank,
possessing a red crest.

Zimbabwean version in this
country, it would be more of a large
snake (4.60 m), uniformly gray or
brown, wearing the crest and red beard
of a rooster. Its eyes are very large, it
lives in baobab trees or on the mounds

-3

of large rocks (see
illustration). Its cry
is chicken’s chir-
ping and a hiss.
Its poison is very
powerful.

In the whole of
Africa : there are
numerous reports
concerning snakes

with  or  without
crests,  bleating,
crowing, possibly

like a rooster ...
Several spe-
cies must be being
described by these
reports, which are
not very consistent.

Crested or cawing snakes are described
throughout Africa.
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The northern giant snake

A precise description : a wit-
ness actually killed this snake with
his mechanical digger while wor-
king on the Djorf-Torba dam, about
10 km east of Bechar. A sketch
was made following the witness’s
instructions. The snake measu-
red 9.20 m. Its belly was whitish
and its back brown with an ali-
gnment of lozenge-shaped black
markings. Its head ended up in a
point. It possessed an enormous
mane 10 cm by 10 cm on the top

of its head. This
reminds us of the
snakes’  crests
seen on page
181, but this one
is black.
Poisonous

according to
local rumours,
this snake would
have killed seve-
ral people by bi-
ting them on the
head.

Location of the northern giant snake in Alge-

The taguerga

Panic in southern Tunisia : this
snake measures 2.10 to 4.50 m. Its
body is as thick as a man’s thigh. The
indigenous people, who claim that it
is extremely poisonous, consider it
as a very old horned viper. Bernard
Heuvelmans believes that it could be
a type of striking viper, some of which
have scales shaped like horns on their
heads.

This snake occurs in the mountains at the
edge of the Tunisian Sahara, particularly in
the lower parts of the Baadja and at the foot
of the djebel Teldja.
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The tzuchinoko

A legendary reptile : the tzuchinoko
is very much represented in Japanese
folklore. It appears in children’s books,
cartoons, video games and films.

A shortish animal : it would mea-
sure between 30 and 80 cm. Its body is
short, thick and flat.

Presence of paws : This flat animal
is rarely described with two front paws,
which would make it a lizard rather than
a snake. There exists a flat, rather short
lizard family, the skinks. The tzuchinoko
could be an unknown species of skink.

Distribution : although elusive, this
snake is supposed to be widespread
throughout Japan, except on the island
of Hokkaido, which is the farthest north
of the four Japanese islands. An identi-
cal animal would live in Korea.

Location of the tzuchinoko

Le olgoi-khorkhoi

An intestine on the sand : in the
Gobi desert, a 60 cm dark red worm
looking like a cow’s intestine, possibly
ringed, moves by twisting itself or by rol-
ling down slopes. No head or eyes are
visible.

Killer of herds : poisonous, it can
kill a man, a camel or a herd by simple
contact, even at a distance. It could
be a question of electrical discharges.
However, some speak of a poison that
would corrode metal. It occurs in places
where the goyo grows, the roots of which
contain a poison.

Caucasian version : Marie-Jeanne
Koffmann carried out investigations in
the northern Caucasus on the same kind
of thick worm, whose skin was smooth
and gray. The front is round and the rear
end pointed. It moves straight forward,
slowly and like an accordion. Some wit-
nesses reckon it to be poisonous, others
harmless. It would be « boneless ».

Second worm : Marie-Jeanne Koff-
mann describes in the same region
a smaller worm (about 17 cm), with a
widely-split mouth. It has been seen
carrying a rat in its mouth. It resembles
the amphisbene (a reptile like an

earthworm, covered with translucent
scales and having very small eyes).

GOBI
DESERT

NEPAL

The orgoi-khorkhoi occurs in remote areas
of the Gobi desert.

CHINA

DAGESTAN

The Caucasian version of this worm is found
in the steppes and deserts of Kalmykia and
in northern Chechnya and Dagestan.
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Giant snakes

Throughout the world, snakes of an
abnormally large size are described. It
needs to be realised that snakes conti-
nue to grow all their lives. It is there-
fore not surprising that the estimated
maximum size of a species is regularly
exceeded. A few examples :

The giant grass-snake of the
Alps : the famous writer and artist
Samivel reported two observations in
1859 of a 3-meter long grass-snake as
thick as a man’s thigh. Another obser-
ved in 1870 ;

The giant python of Seba : photo-
graphed from a helicopter in 1959, in
Katanga (southern Democratic Repu-
blic of the Congo), it is estimated at
12.50 or 14 meters. Its head is recko-
ned to be 80 cm wide ;

The giant anaconda : the anaconda
does not officially exceed 10 meters. An
army major killed one in the Amazonian
jungle measuring 19 meters ;

The giant boa : living in the Amazo-
nian region, the boas are not supposed

to be as aquatic as the anacondas,
which possess nostrils that close when
under water. However, these very long
and very heavy specimens would tend
to enter water, which supports them
better. A photo exists of a boa that had
been killed, which was 35 meters long.
Others, observed in the water, have
been estimated at up to 50 meters. A
local newspaper states that two boas
which had been killed measured 40
meters and weighed 5 tonnes. They
sowed terror, eating oxen, horses and
children. They were killed by machine-
guns.

The giant snake-tiger of Austra-
lia : it is normally estimated at 1.80 m.
A specimen of 4.50 m was discovered
in the Blue Mountains (New South Wa-
les) in 1968 ;

The giant red-bellied black snhake
of Australia : official size : 1.80 m.
Observed size : 2.40 m. A specimen
of 7.50 m would have been killed near
Camden, south of Sydney, about 1970.
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Official giants : in Japan and China,
salamanders reach 1.80 m. In the USA,
they are not supposed to exceed 70
cm for the aquatic menopome (Cryp-
tobranchus alleganiensis) (Allegheny
alligator) and 30 cm for the terrestrial
species (Dicampton ensatys).

Fishermen report in January
1960, an animal breeder fished a sala-
mander of more than 2.50 m in a lake
in the Trinity Alps. Other fishermen talk
of creatures reaching 2.75 m. One kept
one in his bath, measuring 1 meter and
resembling the Japanese species.

The Californian giant salamander

The Trinity Alps are a mountainous region in
northern California.
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ABEPAR : Association belge d’étude et
de protection des animaux rares, Square
des Latins 49/4, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
(Belgian association for the study and pro-
tection of rare animals). This association,
organized by the cryptozoologist Eric Joye,
publishes the magazine Cryptozoologia,
organizes European meetings on crypto-
zoology and expeditions to North America
in the search for sasquatch.. See web-
site : http://www.cryptozoologia.eu/ and its
blog which relates the expeditions : http:/
bigfoot.skynetblogs.be/

AFRC : Association francaise de re-
cherches cryptozoologiques, 92 rue Henri-
Lacroix, 83000 Toulon (French association
for cryptozoological research). Directed by
Christian Le Noél, it publishes the maga-
zine Hominologie et Cryptozoologie, a
mine of information.

Ngoko : after publishing the ex-maga-
zine Cryptos, Michel Ballot and his team
specialized in the search for the mokele-
m’bembe, possible African aquatic dino-
saur. He takes part in several expeditions a
year and publishes the magazine NGOKO
which reports on his investigations. Asso-
ciation Ngoko, 16 avenue Foch, 06190
Roquebrune Cap Martin. See website :
http://mokelembembeexpeditions.blogs-
pot.com/
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museum holds Bernard Heuvelmans’
archives. It publishes the cryptozoologi-
cal magazine Kraken, the first number of
which appeared at the end of 2008. This
museum is situated at 6 place de la Ri-
ponne, 1014 Lausanne, Switzerland. Web-
site : http://www.zoologie.vd.ch

Websites

We have already mentioned the websites
of ABEPAR and Ngoko, but would like to
quote also :

Institut virtuel de cryptozoologie (Virtual
Institute of Cryptozoology) http://perso.wa-
nadoo.fr/cryptozoo/. Impossible to leave
out Michel Raynal and his website, which
is the most complete and most meticulous
in the field. His detailed enquiries have
brought to light many hoaxes and errors in
this well-filled domain. Michel Raynal also
has a blog : http.//pagesperso.orange.fr/
cryptozoo/bibliographie/blog.htm.

Francophone gateway to cryptozoo-
logy :

http://cryptozoologie.conceptforum.net/
index.forum

BFRO : http://www.bfro.net/

The anglophone website of the American
association Bigfoot Field Researchers
Organization, which collects all the repor-
ted sightings of bigfoots in North America,
classified by State and type of observation.
Also to be found are reports of the associa-
tion’s expeditions. A very complete website
for those who are not fazed by the English
language !

Cryptomundo :
http://www.cryptomundo.com/
A wealth of information !

| also referred to other websites but the list
would be too long to give here. In general,
a search on Internet turns up many disco-
veries but it is necessary to sift through the
data, to avoid bad surprises. In the same
way as certain new species have been
discovered in museums, in the shape of
stuffed animals that have been wrongly
labelled, a systematic search on the net is
a source of unexpected discoveries, with
the reservation, however, that confirmation
is necessary.

Author’s website :
http.//www.philippe-coudray.com

Publisher’s website :
http://www.editionsdumont.fr/
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Drawing based on a black and white photo of a wild
man « resembling a bear » killed in China on 23 May
1957. A schoolteacher cut off its hands and feet and
preserved them in his stall of Chinese pharmaceu-
tical products (translation Gregory Beaussart). This
photo representing the backs of two hands and ano-
ther of the palms of the two hands are published in
a Japanese book on cryptozoology (jacket cover
shown opposite). The hand of the central Asian wild
man, according to the photos of the 1968 deep-fro-
zen corpse, shows a slightly less opposable thumb
but of about the same length. The above hand is
therefore almost certainly that of a hominid of the big
yeti/bigfoot type. This hand’s thumb is as short as
the gorilla’s, but the other fingers are longer than that
of the large ape. Furthermore, contrary to the gorilla,
the skin is pale. Nor is it a chimpanzee’s hand, the
palm of which is longer and the thumb shorter, nor
the hand of an orangutan, the thumb of which is par-
ticularly short.
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